IAPB Standard List
The IAPB Standard List provides information for eye health providers on a carefully evaluated range of eye care technologies, supplies, and training resources suitable for use in settings with limited resources.
You can now register to use the new interactive, online IAPB standard list (http://IAPB.standardlist.org) which allows you to create a 'basket' of items that you can print out and use when drawing up an order.
Individuals working for IAPB member organisations, or working in partnership with these organisations, will have access to the full functionality of the site, which includes being able to see the prices of all items and, in the near future, to order directly from suppliers.
Registration may take one or more days to be approved.
Paper copies of the IAPB Standard List can be ordered from Teaching Aids at Low Cost (TALC). However, everyone working in an ophthalmic operating theatre must be competent in the care, handling, storage, and maintenance of instruments. This will help to improve surgical outcomes, maintain an economic and affordable service for patients, and provide a safe environment for the wellbeing of patients and staff.
Including instrument care in theatre courses and in-service training is one way of ensuring staff competence. Table 1 opposite provides some guidance about the different skills each team member must be able to master.
To support in-service training, we suggest that you provide staff with lists of duties, protocols, and guidelines for instruments. This ensures that everyone will adhere to the same standards when they demonstrate instrument handling, care, and maintenance to learners. These documents can also serve as a reference for learners.
Support learners by encouraging staff to provide close supervision and give constructive (positive, supportive, and informative) feedback.
A supportive environment
Training by itself is not enough. Staff require an environment that supports them to take good care of instruments and provide high-quality care in the operating theatre. The different components of the health system (human resources, finance, equipment and supplies, leadership and governance, and health information systems) provide a useful framework Human resources • Plan for sufficient trained personnel to work in the operating theatre; this ensures that the standards of instrument care are maintained.
• Include a section on instrument care in the job descripitions of staff. Job descriptions document the roles and responsibilities of each person in the operating team and can be used as a basis Leadership and governance • Ensure that your eye unit complies with standards of occupational health and safety, theatre design and layout, materials, and infrastructure.
• Develop and implement checklists from best practice and evidence-based standards, guidelines, or protocols to cover the following areas: equipment, instruments, infection control, documentation, administration, stock management, productivity, and the roles and responsibilities of staff.
Health information systems
• Report defective instruments to the person responsible on a regular basis, ideally at the end of the day or of the operating list.
Service delivery • The quality of care during outreach visits should be maintained at similar standards to a permanent facility. This means taking the same level of care with instruments and adhering to the same high standards of disinfection. Ensure instruments are packed carefully for transport. 
